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ART NEWS FEOM THE OLD WORLD. 

Signor Ricci, the new Director General of Fine Arts in Italy, pro- 
poses for Florence a Michael Angelo Museum, which shall contain none 
but actual' and authentic works of the great master. So far as possible 
all works by Michael Angelo in Italy are to be brought together. There 
are already present the " David' ' and four Slaves from the Boboli Pal- 
ace, which belonged to King Victor Emmanuel and have been presented 
by him ; then the newly discovered figure representing a river god or 
allegory. The Museo Nazionale has two pieces also. The museum can 
therefore start with from eight to twelve authentic works by the greatest 
of all modern sculptors. The Florentine gallery has plaster reproduc- 
tions of all known works by Michael Angelo. 

<* All lovers of art will learn with dismay that the well-known house 
in Ley den where Rembrandt was born has been destroyed by fire. A 
little while ago, during the celebration of the Rembrandt tercentenary, 
the house was a place of pious pilgrimage and a memorial stone was put 
up to commemorate the fact that within those walls the great Dutch mas- 
ter first saw the light. Now the artist's birthplace is nothing but a heap 
of ashes. Early in the morning a fire broke out in the house, and as a 
violent gale was blowing at the time the flames spread with great rapid- 
ity. It was impossible to check the conflagration and Rembrandt's 
house was utterly destroyed. 

** Intense feeling has been aroused in Rome over Pierpont Morgan's 
latest alleged evasion of the law prohibiting the alienation of works of 
art. The Ascoll cope transaction is bitterly recalled, as well as the 
King's investiture of Morgan with the Grand Cord of the Order of St. 
Maurice. Four of Van Dyke's paintings, lightly retouched by a Genoese 
painter named Lagomarsino and others, marvellously fine and 
in perfect preservation, are said to be Mr. Morgan's most recent 
purchases. Rigorous inquiry instituted by the Government confirms 
the report that the Cattaneo family received $500,000 for the six Van 
Dykes. They justify their action by alleging that the pictures were not 
enumerated in the Government catalogue of national art works whose 
exportation is forbidden. The fact seems to be that the official classifi- 
cation was slovenly done, pictures being scheduled as frescoes. Besides, 
the Cattaneos affirm, their transactions were solely with an antiquarian 
named Antonio Monti. Magistrates, accompanied by Government art 
experts, raided the Cattaneo place and discovered five more Van Dykes 
in splendid preservation as regards coloring and delicacy of execution. 
They also found a Velasquez canvas which Prof. Luxoro, director of 
the Fine Arts Academy, Rome, pronounces really to be another Van 
Dyke. 

<£ A cable from Rome says : Negotiations have been concluded between 
the Minister of Public Instruction, Signor Rava, and the Syndic of 
Rome, for the formation of a mediaeval museum in the Castle of St. 
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Angelo. The museum will contain an immense amount of mediasval 
material which is now contained in many different collections. 
<* The latest portrait to be hung in the famous TJffizi Gallery in Flor- 
ence, Italy, is that of John S. Sargent, the greatest living portrait painter 
—whom Europe calls "The Twentieth Century Velasquez.' ' A feature 
of the TJffizi Gallery consists of portraits of artists painted by them- 
selves. To be hung in the TJffizi gallery confers undying fame on the 
artists. The Sargent portrait painted by Sargent was done in the 
artist's studio on Tite street, Chelsea, an Old World part of London 
abutting on the Thames that has not been spoiled by modernity. 
& The French Government has bought of the Professional Syndical 
Association of French Painters and Sculptors works by Alleaume, Bour^ 
geois, Jacob, Jamet, Lejouleux, Menneret and Roux. It has also com- 
missioned the artist, Maufra, to paint a large decorative panel for the 
Louvre, and has instructed M. Ypermann, an expert in mural painting, 
to see to the preservation of the frescoes recently discovered in the Papal 
palace in Avignon. 

& Every American who has visited Rome will be concerned to learn 
that the superb gardens of the Villa Borghese, which are celebrated 
throughout the civilized world and are one of the glories of the Eternal 
City, are about to be cut up in order to furnish a site for the huge 1 
buildings of the International Institute of Agriculture. The govern- 
ment purchased the villa and the grounds from the bankrupt chief 
of the Borghese family four years ago at a relatively nominal price, 
preventing his disposal thereof to foreign multi-millionaires, who were 
willing to pay for the villa and grounds sums that would have extri- 
cated the prince from all his financial embarrassments. The state turned 
over the villa to the city of Rome, to be used as a park and museum, 
reserving itself the right to devote at any time that it saw fit 50,000 
acres of the park to the construction of public institutions. It has 
now decided to make use of this stipulation to erect the new Institute 
of Agriculture, and has chosen for the site thereof, not any outlying 
corner of the grounds, but some of the most beautiful portions of the 
gardens and park, which for more than three centuries have been one 
of the most attractive features of Rome. They date from Pope Paul 
Borghese, who built the villa and laid out the grounds, which from that 
time forth were thrown open at least three days a week to the people 
of Rome and to foreign visitors. The villa, a gem in itself, all frescos, 
busts, statues and decorations, set in the midst of trees hundreds of 
years old, shaded avenues, moss grown fountains and marble and bronze 
statuary, the tones of which are mellowed by age, is unique, not only 
in Italy, but in Europe. 

& "Hundreds of counterfeits are manufactured every year/' says an 
expert, "and most of them find their way into the 'art' galleries of 
rich Americans. The proprietor of a shop will procure a Corot, a 
Daubigny, a Diaz, or a Gainsborough and hire a good copyist to make 
a score of facsimiles. It will require months to do it, but when it is 
done there is a whole stock of masterpieces. The stains of age and 
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the natural cracklings are obtained by the use of saffron, bistre, black 
coffee, and licorice. These are placed on before varnishing. The var- 
nish is made of fatty oil, bitumen, yellow lake, and red ochre, which 
gives it an appearance of old varnish. The best of the forgeries are 
painted over with white of egg and then powdered over lightly with 
very fine coffee grounds. Over this is put a thick coat of paste, which is 
dried before a hot fire. The egg produces an excellent imitation of 
the cracklings of old varnish, the coffee resembles the damage done by 
flies, and the action of the paste on the pigment is not unlike that of 
time and exposure. The application of a little yellow varnish completes 
the 'old master' and the next step is to spread some wild story of its 




having been stolen, to speak of it in whispers, and to pledge the pur- 
chaser to secrecy. Then it is not long before some American millionaire 
walks into the trap like a fly into the parlor of the spider." 

News from Milan, Italy, says that a discussion on Art took place 
in the Civil Tribunal recently, when Sculptor Barricelli's suit against 
the management of the International Exhibition was taken up. The 
sculptor had presented for exhibition his picture entitled "The Light," 
which represents a young mother lying in bed, to whom the doctor in 
attendance shows her first born just come to light. The picture was 
excluded from the exposition because the majority of the members of 
the committee pronounced it indecent, and the briefs presented by 
the lawyers on both sides have now assumed an international interest. 
The lawyer for the exhibition committee which excluded Barricelli's 
painting from the Exposition contends that even popes have acted 
under the same ruling in the past, excluding nude pictures from the 
Vatican museums and galleries or having them properly clothed when 
necessary. As instances are brought out the decree of Pope Paul II. 
ordering Daniel Cicciarelli to clothe all the painted figures in the 
great picture of Michael Angelo, the "Final Judgment," and that of 
Pius IV. ordering that the pictures of St. Catherine and of St. Blaise 
in the same magnificent painting in the Sistine Chapel be done over 
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again. Then the instance is brought forward of the statue of Christ 
painted by Michael Angelo in the Church of the Minerva, which was 
dressed by the Pope's order in 1614. It is even alleged in the lawyer's 
brief that the statues adorning the monument of Paul III. in the 
Vatican basilica were ordered covered in 1593 by Cardinal Farnese. 
The lawyer representing the sculptor, however, shows that the late 
Pope Leo XIII. ordered the draperies removed from the famous statues 
of Canova which adorn the monument of Clement XIII. in the Vatican 
Basilica and that Pius VI. ordered a medal coined in 1786 to be pre- 
sented to all surgeons and nurses of Rome, which bore the very picture 
painted by Barricelli for the Milan Exposition 120 years later. The 
court has taken the matter under advisement, but it is the general opin- 
ion that the sculptor will be granted heavy damages against the man- 
agement of the exposition. 
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NECROLOGY OF ART. 

One of the most familiar figures in the world of art passed in the 
death of Rudolphe Julian, founder of the academy of painting which 
bears his name. He was born in 1841 at Palud, in the department of 
Vaucluse, and early in life came to Paris to study art. His work at the 
Beaux Arts was so successful that he was confidently expected to win the 
prix de Rome, but after several failures he abandoned the attempt. For 
several years he painted portraits, and at the close of the war with Ger- 
many, when the artistic life of Paris was beginning to revive, he opened 
a school for the study of art, particularly for the training of painters. 
His studio soon became one of the most noted rendezvous for art students 
on the continent and pupils came to him from all over the world. He 
was particularly well known among Americans. 

Edouard Toudouze, the painter, is dead. Toudouze, who was a broth- 
er of the well-known novelist, Gustave Toudouze, was born in Paris in 
1848, and was a pupil of Pils and Lenoir. He exhibited at the Salon 
when he was 19 years old, and when he was 21 he gained the Prix de 
Rome. After living for some years in Italy he returned to France and 
painted a number of pictures of mythological subjects. These subjects 
he gradually forsook for genre painting and still later he devoted most 
of his attention to decorative compositions. Pie also painted several por- 
traits and illustrated Mile, de Maupin and the Chronique de Charles IX. 
Part of the decorations of the new Sarbonne are his work. In 1892 Tou- 
douze was decorated with the Cross of the Legion of Honor. A number 
of his pictures are in this country. 

<£ John W. A. Scott, probably the oldest artist of note in the country, 
died at Cambridge, Mass., aged 92 years. He was born in Dorchester. 
His paintings were chiefly landscapes, his best-known pictures being of 
scenes in the Catskills and White mountains. While a young man he 
was a friend of Benjamin W. Champney and other noted artists. 



